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AGS Canberra
	Summer Clerkships: 2010/11 University vacation period

	[image: image1.png]If you want to apply for a summer clerkship with AGS Canberra (approx. early December 2010 to mid-February 2011), please read these notes carefully.


AGS Canberra is participating in the 2010 Summer Clerkship Scheme. We will therefore be accepting applications for summer clerkships during the period Wednesday, 30th June 2010 to Friday, 30th July 2010. Applications will not be accepted outside this period (please refer to the Conditions of Participation document).

AGS Canberra is offering up to three summer clerkship places in the 2010-2011 university summer vacation period.

The summer clerkship program gives students an opportunity to observe many aspects of AGS Canberra’s legal practice. The program usually commences in early December and ceases in mid-February. Each summer clerk rotates through two of our legal areas, reporting to a senior member of our legal staff within each of those areas, and they are also allocated a ‘buddy’ in each rotation team. There are three work areas in which summer clerks might undertake a rotation:

· the Office of General Counsel, which provides complex and high-level legal advice to a range of government clients, including constitutional litigation on behalf of the Commonwealth

· the Litigation Group, which represents various government clients in a wide range of minor and major legal disputes, particularly before Commonwealth Commissions, Tribunals and the Federal Court, and undertakes native title litigation on behalf of the Commonwealth

· the Commercial Group, which provides specialist legal advice on a range of commercial matters including major procurements, corporate governance, Information and Communications Technology (ICT), Intellectual Property (IP), asset sales, probity, funding agreements, insurance law, international agreements, and property and construction work.
Our summer clerks also participate in some of the AGS Canberra Lawyer Development Program activities. This program assists AGS lawyers with up to five years post-admission experience to develop the skills and capabilities expected of AGS senior lawyers. 

Preparing your application

· Applications for summer clerkships should be made via the AGS Canberra summer clerkship application form. Applications in other formats will not be accepted.
· Please note that the first question on the application form (‘Please list three reasons why you are applying for a summer clerkship with AGS Canberra’) will form a major part of our assessment of your application.
· Your application must include a copy of your HSC or UAI results (or equivalent), your university academic transcript, and copies of two written references. If you cannot provide written references from previous or current employers you may provide written character references.
Sending your application

Your application form must be submitted electronically to CanHR@ags.gov.au.
You should also endeavour to submit the supporting attachments electronically. However, if you do not have access to scanning equipment you may submit your attachments, marked to the attention of Toni Magi, Summer Clerkship Coordinator, via the following alternative methods:


by post:
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50 Blackall Street



BARTON  ACT  2600

by fax:
02 6253 7333
Your complete application MUST be received by the closing date of 6.00pm on Friday, 30th July 2010. Any applications received after this date will not be accepted. Applications which are incomplete – i.e. missing the supporting attachments – will also be rejected.

All applications will be acknowledged by email within seven days.

Interviews and offers

In line with the Summer Clerkship Scheme Deadlines, interviews may be conducted from 30th August 2010. Summer Clerkship offers may be made from 8th October 2010, and must be accepted or declined by 12th October 2010.
Testimonials from former summer clerks

Testimonials from law students who have previously undertaken a summer clerkship with AGS Canberra are available by clicking here.
	More about AGS


Who are we?
AGS is a fully commercial and competitive law practice, operating as a government business. We have over 360 lawyers, and offices located in every state and territory. We act for Australian Government departments and agencies and for entities in which the government has an interest, domestically and internationally. We successfully compete for much of our work against Australia’s top-tier law firms and have been described by a rival firm as a ‘tenacious competitor’.

Why choose AGS?

As the only law firm in Australia wholly dedicated to government, we focus on supporting the public interest.

AGS’s lawyers are involved in a wide variety of legal issues, from constitutional through to administrative, commercial and technology matters. We represent our clients in the High Court, Federal Court and other jurisdictions, and have worked on many recent high-profile matters such as the Work Choices legislation, Oil-for-Food Inquiry, water law, peacekeeping missions, the Asian tsunami, national security, the Australia–United States Free Trade Agreement, the National Electricity Law, native title, illegal fishing and major commercial contracting (sale of Sydney Basin airports, Defence procurement, and Telstra 3).
We offer our lawyers exciting career opportunities by providing:

· varied and stimulating work with close client contact

· supportive colleagues and excellent working conditions

· a great learning environment

· a development program tailored for our lawyers

· competitive remuneration packages

· the potential to earn generous performance bonuses.
Contact details for AGS Canberra Human Resources team

Email

CanHR@ags.gov.au
Website

www.ags.gov.au
Postal address

50 Blackall Street
Barton  ACT  2600

Summer Clerkship Coordinator

Toni Magi, Senior HR Adviser   T 02 6253 7152   F 02 6253 7333






Information on AGS Canberra Summer Clerkship Opportunities in 2010–11
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