Last week in Parliament

25-28 August 2025

House of Representatives

Bills initiated in the House
The following new Bills were initiated:

e Climate Change (National Framework for Adaptation) Bill 2025 - introduced
25 August 2025, Private Member’s Bill

- Explanatory Memorandum

e Defence Amendment (Defence Honours and Awards Appeals Tribunal) Bill 2025
- introduced 28 August 2025, Government Bill

- Explanatory Memorandum

e Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Amendment (Board of
Management Functions) Bill 2025 - introduced 27 August 2025, Government Bill

- Explanatory Memorandum

e Higher Education Support Amendment (Fair Study and Opportunity) Bill 2025
- introduced 25 August 2025, Private Member’s Bill

- Explanatory Memorandum

¢ Home Affairs Legislation Amendment (2025 Measures No. 1) Bill 2025
- introduced 26 August 2025, Government Bill

- Explanatory Memorandum

e Social Security and Other Legislation Amendment (Responding to Robodebt) Bill
2025 - introduced 25 August 2025, Private Member's Bill

- Explanatory Memorandum

e Telecommunications Amendment (Enhancing Consumer Safequards) Bill 2025
- introduced 28 August 2025, Government Bill

- Explanatory Memorandum

New inquiries of House Committees

The following new inquiries were announced:

Economics Committee

e Review of the Reserve Bank of Australia Annual Report 2024 - inquiry is not open
to submissions

Health, Aged Care and Disability Committee

e Health impacts of alcohol and other drugs in Australia — submissions due
31 October 2025



https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr7356%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fems%2Fr7356_ems_3734f3a1-c774-4748-b8c8-0313c77fd458%22;rec=0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr7359%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fems%2Fr7359_ems_4a52f8fd-bf06-4af7-b9fa-1de5ca94dd55%22;rec=0
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https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr7357%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fems%2Fr7357_ems_26fa3ccd-ecae-44ef-86ca-f928ce237e2d%22;rec=0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr7363%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fems%2Fr7363_ems_6c51dc67-faf5-4f32-b525-e8ac01bf0695%22;rec=0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr7355%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr7355%22
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https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fr7358%22
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https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Economics/RBAAnnualReport2024
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Health_Aged_Care_and_Disability/Healthimpactsofalcohol

Procedure Committee

e Inquiry into the maintenance of the standing and sessional orders — dates for
closure of submissions to be advised

e Inquiry into disrespectful behaviour towards other members in the Chamber
- dates for closure of submissions to be advised

Reports of House Committees
The following new reports were tabled:

Petitions Committee
e Report No 1: Petitions and Ministerial responses — tabled 25 August 2025

Selection Committee

e Report No 2: Committee and delegation business and private Members’ business
- tabled 27 August 2025

Senate

Bills initiated in the Senate
The following new Bills were initiated:

e Members of Parliament (Staff) Amendment (Providing Certainty and Improving
Integrity) Bill 2025 - introduced 25 August 2025, Private Senator’s Bill

- Explanatory Memorandum

e Social Security and Other Legislation Amendment (Responding to Robodebt) Bill
2025 [No. 2] - introduced 26 August 2025, Private Senator’s Bill

- Explanatory Memorandum

New inquiries of Senate Committees

The following new inquiries were announced:

Education and Employment References Committee

e Quality and safety of Australia’s early childhood education and care system
— submissions due 3 October 2025

Environment and Communications References Committee
e Climate Risk Assessment — submissions due 10 September 2025

e Internet Search Engine Services Online Safety Code - submissions due
22 September 2025



https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Procedure/Maintenanceinquiry48P
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Procedure/DisrespectfulBehaviour
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/02_Parliamentary_Business/24_Committees/243_Reps_Committees/Petitions/Report_48th_Parliament/Report_01_25_August_2025.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/02_Parliamentary_Business/24_Committees/243_Reps_Committees/Selection/48p/3_Report_2_27_August_2025.pdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fs1464%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fs1464%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fems%2Fs1464_ems_958fb1bc-e1b4-46cb-8aa9-c8b2d79f491e%22;rec=0
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fs1466%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fbillhome%2Fs1466%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22legislation%2Fems%2Fs1466_ems_cfd99c8b-80e7-4410-afc6-b5b67db4d1c8%22;rec=0
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Education_and_Employment/ECECqualitysafety
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_Communications/CRA48P
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_Communications/OnlineSafetyCode48P

Finance and Public Administration References Committee

e Operation and appropriateness of the superannuation and pension schemes for
current and former members of the Australian Defence Force (ADF) — submissions
due 18 September 2025

Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade References Committee

e Issues relating to advocacy services for veterans accessing compensation and
income support — submissions due 5 September 2025

¢ National Volunteer Incentive Scheme (Climate Army) - submissions due
5 September 2025

Reports of Senate Committees

The following new reports were tabled:

Community Affairs Legislation Committee

e Aged Care (Accommodation Payment Security) Levy Amendment Bill 2025 and
Aged Care and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2025 - tabled out of session
21 August 2025

¢ Annual reports (No. 2 of 2025) - tabled 27 August 2025

Economics Legislation Committee
e Annual reports (No. 2 of 2025) - tabled out of session 21 August 2025

e Competition and Consumer Amendment (Australian Energy Regulator Separation)
Bill 2025 - tabled out of session 21 August 2025

e Pacific Banking Guarantee Bill 2025 - tabled out of session 21 August 2025

Economics References Committee

e Reference not disposed of at the end of the 47th Parliament - Inquiry into micro-
competition opportunities and Inquiry into wealth management companies
- tabled 26 August 2025

Education and Employment Legislation Committee
e Annual reports (No. 2 of 2025) - tabled 27 August 2025

e Fair Work Amendment (Protecting Penalty and Overtime Rates) Bill 2025 - tabled
out of session 22 August 2025

e Fair Work Amendment (Protecting Penalty and Overtime Rates) Bill 2025
[Progress report] — tabled out of session 21 August 2025

Environment and Communications Legislation Committee
¢ Annual Reports (No. 2 of 2025) - tabled 27 August 2025

Finance and Public Administration Legislation Committee
¢ Annual reports (No. 2 of 2025) - tabled 27 August 2025



https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Finance_and_Public_Administration/ADFSuperannuation48P
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Finance_and_Public_Administration/ADFSuperannuation48P
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/advocacy2025
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/advocacy2025
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/ClimateArmy2025
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12163
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12163
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12222
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12155
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12153
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12153
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12154
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12245
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12245
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12276
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12194
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12160
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12160
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12289
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12296

Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Legislation Committee
e Annual reports (No. 2 of 2025) - tabled 27 August 2025

e References not disposed of at the end of the 47th Parliament - Inquiry into wealth
management companies and Inquiry into compensation and income support for
veterans - tabled 26 August 2025

Legal and Constitutional Affairs Legislation Committee

e Annual reports (No. 1 of 2025) [Corrigendum] - tabled out of session 15 August
2025

e Annual reports (No. 2 of 2025) - tabled out of session 21 August 2025

Scrutiny of Bills Committee
e Scrutiny Digest 4 of 2025 - tabled 27 August 2025

e Report no. 5 of 2025 - tabled 28 August 2025

Scrutiny of Delegated Legislation Committee
e Delegated Legislation Monitor 5 of 2025 - tabled 27 August 2025

Joint Committees

New inquiries of Joint Committees

The following new inquiries were announced:

Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Committee

e Inquiry into the Department of Defence Annual Report 2023-24 - submissions due
10 October 2025

Intelligence and Security Committee

e Review of the Strengthening Oversight of the National Intelligence Community Bill
2025 - submissions due 25 September 2025

e Review of the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation Amendment Bill (No.
2) 2025 - submissions due 9 October 2025

e Review of the listing of Terrorgram as a terrorist organisation under the Criminal
Code - submissions due 10 September 2025

Northern Australia Committee

e Expansion and development of airports and seaports in Northern Australia — dates
for closure of submissions to be advised



https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12287
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12246
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12246
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12246
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https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12282
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12283
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Tabled_Documents/12319
https://www.aph.gov.au/search/url/Inquiry/27223_68_
https://www.aph.gov.au/search/url/Inquiry/27215_69_
https://www.aph.gov.au/search/url/Inquiry/27215_69_
https://www.aph.gov.au/search/url/Inquiry/27214_69_
https://www.aph.gov.au/search/url/Inquiry/27214_69_
https://www.aph.gov.au/search/url/Inquiry/27216_69_
https://www.aph.gov.au/search/url/Inquiry/27216_69_
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Northern_Australia/Ports

Reports of Joint Committees

The following new reports were tabled:

Corporations and Financial Services Committee

« Wholesale investor and wholesale client tests [Corrigendum] - tabled 27 August
2025 (House)

Human Rights Committee

e Human rights scrutiny report 4 of 2025 - tabled 27 August 2025 (House) and
28 August 2025 (Senate)

Intelligence and Security Committee

e Australian Security Intelligence Organisation Amendment Bill (No. 1) 2025
- tabled 28 August 2025

Law Enforcement Committee

e Examination of the Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission annual report
2023-24 - tabled 26 August 2025

e Examination of the Australian Federal Police annual report 2023-24 - tabled
26 August 2025

Laws passed

As at the close of business on Friday 29 August 2025, there were no Bills awaiting assent
by the Governor-General.

Between the close of business on Friday 1 August 2025 and the close of business on
Friday 29 August 2025 the following Bills received assent by the Governor-General:

e Customs Amendment (Australia-United Arab Emirates Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement Implementation) Bill 2025

- Explanatory Memorandum

e Customs Tariff Amendment (Australia-United Arab Emirates Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement Implementation) Bill 2025

- Explanatory Memorandum

e Defence Housing Australia Amendment Bill 2025

- Explanatory Memorandum

e Early Childhood Education and Care (Strengthening Reqgulation of Early Education)
Bill 2025

- Explanatory Memorandum

e Fair Work Amendment (Protecting Penalty and Overtime Rates) Bill 2025

- Explanatory Memorandum

- Supplementary Explanatory Memorandum

- Revised Explanatory Memorandum
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e Universities Accord (Cutting Student Debt by 20 Per Cent) Bill 2025
- Explanatory Memorandum

e Universities Accord (National Higher Education Code to Prevent and Respond to
Gender-based Violence) Bill 2025

- Explanatory Memorandum

e Universities Accord (National Higher Education Code to Prevent and Respond to
Gender-based Violence) (Consequential Amendments) Bill 2025

Important: This material is not professional legal advice to any person on any matter. It should not
be relied upon without checking. The material is provided to clients for information only. AGS is not
responsible for the currency or accuracy of the content of external website links referred to within
this material. Please contact AGS before any action or decision is taken on the basis of any of the
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